
Change is in the air every-

where and there are some 

new ideas lingering in the 

air.  Recently, Mrs. Skee 

came up with the idea of 

having little Family Coun-

cils for the youth where they 

would take charge of certain 

activities such as social, 

decorating and publicity.  A 

few Mondays ago 

along with Sunday, 

November second, 

the families met to 

converse about 

what the future of 

certain things 

would be.  Some of 

the things that were 

discussed at the first meet-

ing were the ideas of creat-

ing a Facebook group for 

the youth and Secret Sib-

lings came up.  Other than 

that, not too much was 

planned because sadly a 

vast majority of the group 

were unable to show up.  

 Luckily, the second 

meeting was more of a suc-

cess because all the mem-

bers of the Family Councils 

were presant.  Many events 

were discussed and soon 

everybody can look for for-

ward to ñWhat Clothes Say 

about Youò a fashion show 

that will be put on by Mi-

chelle Pagan and Andy 

Schumm along with plenty 

of other activities.  Yet this 

was not the only thing that 

went on during the meeting.  

Along with planning came 

everybodyôs jobs.  Finally, 

things are starting to be-

come more organized as 

everybody takes control of 

their own area.  Already 

Katie Pagan and Ashley 

Scrivner are working hard 

on organizing decorations 

for many events that are to 

come.  They even have 

plans for a huge Christmas 

Party that will take place in 

December.  This is happen-

ing while the social family, 

Michelle and Andy, are 

coming up with game ideas 

that include everybody at 

events.  Guess that means 

everybody will be playing 

Salt & Pepper a lot along 

with other exciting games.  

Last but not least, the pub-

licity family, Emma Waite, 

Victoria Jurkowski and 

Ariel McManus, are plan-

ning ways to get the word 

out there through the news-

letter, billboard and skits.  

That means Larry Gary, 

Mary Faerie and Terry 

Perry will be returning with 

a brand new friend Barry 

Scari, who will be played by 

Emma Waite. 

 Currently, every-

thing is going perfectly fine 

and it should continue down 

the path.  Finally, things 

will be a lot easier on the 

youth along with the adults 

because the planning for 

events does not stay on one 

personôs shoulders.  Instead 

it is evenly divided.  Also, 

in this process everybody 

will discover certain gifts 

they have and will come 

closer to God by planning in 

a loving environment. 
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Change is in the Basement 
By Ariel Marie McManus 

 Due to the magnificent success of God and Games (GAG) Nite from over the summer, a 

version for the winter has been created.  Itôs called Friday Night Live (FNL).  The first gathering 

will begin on November fourteenth, which of course is a Friday.  The event will start at 6:30 and 

goes till 9:30.  For the first part of the night, itôll be dazzled with games while the last half hour 

will be a bible study/devotion.  The first night will be a great time filled with silly string.   All 

youth will be allowed to attend no matter how tall or how small they are.  Then, the next FNL will 

be December twelve with the thrilling activity of making gingerbread houses.  Itôs a lot easier than 

catching the Gingerbread Man.  Once again this if for all youth, and for those who wish to attend, 

do not forget you are allowed to bring a friend.  This is a great way to truly get to know God along 

with other members at Christ Memorial Lutheran Church. 

Live from Malvern, itôs Friday Night Live! 
 By Ariel Marie McManus  
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Ever wondered how to help a friend, the best way to listen to someone who needs to talk, or just how to 

start a conversation?  On Monday nights from now until December 8, the high schoolers are learning just 

how to do that through a peer counseling bible study.  At the first meeting we learned more about each 

other and how to observe in a nonjudgmental way.  This study is life changing, so all the high school youth 

are encouraged to come! 

Victoria Jurkowski 

Upcoming Events 

Monday Night Bible Studies 

7-8:30 PM 

This youth night is for middle school and high school youth, in the fellowship hall.  The night will start 

off at 6:00 and end at about 8:00. During that time period there will be fabulous fashion show put on by 

some of the high school youth. They will give you examples of what is acceptable, what is not acceptable, 

and what is weird but still acceptable. That night there will be food as always, some fun games, and a dis-

cussion on ñGod pleasing Clothes.ò This evening sound like it will be a blast, hope to see you there! 

Emma Waite 

What Your Clothes Say About You 

Sunday November 23, 2008 

6-8 PM 

After the success of last yearôs drive through outdoor live nativity, weôre doing it again! There are lots of 

spots to fill, and everyoneôs help is needed to fill them! This is an opportunity to get dressed up and act a 

part without having to memorize lines or do any crazy dancing or singing.  There are still plenty of open 

slots, so sign up on the sign up poster in the great room.  Sallie Campbell is in charge of the event and will 

answer any questions you have. 

Victoria Jurkowski 

Live Outdoor Nativity  

December 5/6 

LETôS GO AROUND THE WORLD this holiday season. This yearôs Christmas party is Christmas 

around the world. This event is only for high school youth and will be on Sunday December 14, 2008 

starting at 5:00. People have already volunteered to be different countries and bring in food from that 

country. Each country will have a table and a Christmas tree that will be decorated. This party will not 

only consist of wonderful food, but everybody attending is required to bring a gift worth $10. This is most 

definitely going to be fun. 

Emma Waite 

Around the World in Eighty minutes (High School Christmas Party) 

December 14 
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All of you who did not attend the glow in the dark mini golf event that was 

held Sunday November 2, 2008 you missed out. After a very productive 

family council meeting and a fabulous pizza lunch, eight of us headed 

out to Grand Slam USA and played some mini golf. This golf course 

though mini was packed with fun and adventure. The whole course is under 

black light so anything white or bright colored was put to a way out of whack color. For ex-

ample: my white shoes turned orange, now how does that happen? Anyway this event was a 

lot of fun and anybody who didnôt attend was missed. 

Emma Waite 

Previous Events 
Captain Cookôs PAR-TEE 

November 2 

On October 17, five of the youth went to the ñRock What You Gotò Christian rock 

concert at Goshen Baptist Church.  We all had a blast!  Says Ariel, ñIôve never been 

to such a small concert before; however, I had a lot of fun anyways.ò  The opening 

bands were Starlit Platoon and Article One.  Both had great songs with a Christian message behind them, 

and Article One had an amazing violinist.  After the opening acts, Stellar Kart performed.  Underneath 

their loud bass were good lyrics, but I couldn't quite hear them.  Iôve been told that their CDôs are ñstellar.ò  

There was a message about superheroes, then the much anticipated Superchick came on.  Most of their 

songôs reference God and many even cry out to Him; at the same time they rock out so loud they had the 

audience jumping up and down and singing along.  Everyone had a great time, and some of us even got 

signed CDôs and pictures with the bands. 

Victoria Jurkowski 

Rock What You Got Tour 

October 17 

Search For the Great Pumpkin 

October 26 

This year, we revisited the Search for the Great Pumpkin.  Last year, we followed 
a series of clues to find where the great pumpkin was being hidden.  This year, we 
found not only where he was being hidden, but also who was hiding him and why 
they were hiding him.  If you are wondering, the answer is Santa Clause, Jealousy, and Downingtown.  This 

year was played like a clue game, instead of the scavenger hunt from last year.   Each 
team drove to different houses and asked questions that resulted in clues. At the end of 
the night, only one team had found the answer.  However, they had guessed twice, so 
the first team to get two of the three right won.  This team consisted of Ariel, Ashley S., 
Michelle, Andy, and Mr. McManus (fondly regarded as Mr. Creepinõ Bob).  Everyone 
had lots of fun, even if their guesses were way off. 

Victoria Jurkowski 
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While at the ñRock What You Gotò concert, I had the chance to hear a rising Christian band: Starlit Pla-

toon.  Their lead singer plays the drums for Superchick, and their guitarist plays a little for them as well.  

While they are still in the shadows of the music industry, they have a great sound. They arenôt afraid to 

pour their heart into their songs, and you can hear emotion in every track.  They also bring God into their 

music; they arenôt afraid to tell the world who they are and what they believe.  I found their music to be 

inspiring, and have a message we can all relate to. 

Victoria Jurkowski 

This month we are not going to talk about a specific book, but a specific author. Lurlene McDaniel. She is 

an author who is not pushing the Christian thing. But her books often deal with tragedy, so it is easy to see 

where you might find some Christian connections. One specific book by her that I enjoyed a lot was Angel 

of Mercy.  This book is about  a girl named Heather who is giving up her own free time to go to Africa to 

help children with AIDS. While there she is sent on a mission to retrieve an orphan girl. Heather risks 

everything for this girl she doesnôt even know. Doesnôt that kind of remind you of how Jesus risked eve-

rything for us? 

Emma Waite 

Christian Views on the Media 

Christian Book Choices 

Christian Music Choices 

Personally, I thought that it would be interesting to start a new section of the newspaper to help people with 
their faith and the media.  Iõve heard from a few people that theyõve had a lot of trouble with watching mov-
ies, listening to music and reading books because it has nothing to do with their faith.  They claim that it is 
brainwashing them and pushing them in the wrong direction.  Now, some of things may not be so innocent 
yet; christians must remain strong and not accept these new ideas that they receive from the media.  There-
fore, I (Ariel), Emma and Victoria thought itõd help to find some mainstream media and observe it to find 
Christian messages/values hidden in the plot sequence or in the case of music, in the lyrics.  This is the first 
month we are starting it, so things are a little rocky but keep your eye out for better articles on the line.  Me 
(still Ariel) will be in charge of the movies while Emma and Victoria will trade off with the books and the mu-
sic.  Hopefully, this second will have a bright future and help people in the end.   

By Ariel Marie McManus 
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 There are messages meshed into all the movies that we watch.  Some people may leave with one while somebody else 

leaves with a complete different message.  From some people, Iôve heard they struggle with the media and their Christian faith.  

They claim that it pushes them in the wrong direction.  Not that this is wrong, but if one pays close enough attention there are 

even Christian messages in movies.  You simply have to keep your eyes peeled for them almost like reading a book for school.  

Even your summer blockbusters will have a message intertwined in their plot.  Therefore, Iôve chosen a movie that has an inter-

esting Christian view when you really start to think about it.  And it is surprising considering the name.  The movie came out 

this summer and is currently the second highest grossing movie, The Dark Knight. 

 First, before I start to explain anything, please be warned that there are going to be some spoilers in what youôre about 

to read.  Anyhow, in the movie there is your typical good vs. evil battles, which you donôt have to be a superhero to face.  Bat-

man, who is the good guy, is like us.  He wants to stay good, no matter what happens, but there is so much darkness in the world 

pushing us away from God.  At the same time, there is another character who is in the same situation and that is Harvey Dent.  

Both are good people who only wish to save the world, they have this internal battle for good along with the external battle for 

good.  Then of course to have a good movie, there has to be some sort of villain, an outside conflict that drives the heroes.  

 This villain is a man known as The Joker.  He, in a way, represents the evil in the world.  Heôs the devil or some sort of 

demon in human flesh.  He goes out into the world finding a joy in committing all sorts of atrocious acts such as torturing peo-

ple, testing them and playing with their minds with love and choice while both Batman and Harvey Dent team up to fight to-

gether against him. 

 Yet something happens in the midst of all the action (I am not going to get into too much detail) but somebody Harvey 

Dent loves dearly, is killed.  Murdered.  Both he and she were kidnapped; theyôre taken to two different locations making Bat-

man chose who lives.  He is only able to save Harvey Dent who is devastated by the loss of a loved one.  This happens and he is 

seriously injured to the point his face is disfigured.  But after this happens, Harvey Dent changes.  He no longer sees the good in 

life, the evil in his life wins the battle, it blinds him.  This changed him into a villain, one who is cold and heartless like The 

Joker.   

 Meanwhile, Batman who also loves the woman who died does not lose his internal struggle.  He continues the long 

battle against evil.  Also, this is not the first time he lost somebody dear to him.  When he was only a child, both of his parents 

were murdered in front of him.  No matter what The Joker does to get through to Batman, no matter how long he plays with his 

mind leaving a tragic path of destruction, Batman continues on in the right direction.  He thinks he has to become a dark, dark 

man to defend the world.  This never happens, in the end one could never say he really wins because the story continues.  But at 

the end of the movie, he sacrifices himself for the people of Gotham City.  This is an act only a person who is truly good at heart 

can commit.  

 Sadly this battle happens every day to ordinary people.  Sometimes when we loose something as valuable as a loved 

one, we become angry with God blaming this on Him.  It seems as if God is the only person to blame but we must remain strong 

in our Christian faith even through the darkest of times.  Maybe you can learn and understand how important the battle between 

good and evil truly is; itôs something that shouldnôt be taken too lightly.  In the movie, Harvey Dent comes to a horrible end; his 

rage drives him to madness because he is devastated by his loss.  Once he allowed the dark side to win; it devoured his soul.  He 

then becomes the infamous villain known as Two-Face.  Do not let this happen to you.  Do not stray from the path not matter 

how cruel the world is because we are being tempted.  That is what the devil wants to happen, that is what the devil yearns for.  

Maybe the next time you watch this movie, look for this and think about poor Harvey Dent, how he lost his internal battle while 

Batman does not.  Observe carefully how this all affects their lives.  And discover this message that is conveyed for a reason.  

Also look for other messages, good messages for this is only one out of plenty to choose from.  Just keep in mind At least none 

of us will ever have to live in such a dark life as Batman or as Harvey Dent; we have it a little easier than comic book characters.   

 

 

 

 

The Dark Knight 

Rated PG-13 for intense sequences of violence and some menace 

Directed by Christopher Nolan 

Written by Christopher and Jonathan Nolan 

Characters by Bob Kane 

 Starring: Christian Bale, Michael Caine, Aaron Eckhart, Morgan Freeman and Heath Ledger 

Ariel Marie McManus 

Christian Movie Choices 

Good vs. Evil: The Battle Against the Devil 
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Calendar: Upcoming Events 
 

Sunday, November 23: 

 What Your Clothes Say About You 
  6-8 PM 

  Fellowship Hall 

 

December 5 and 6: 

 Live Outdoor Nativity 

  Church 

 

December 14: 

 High School Christmas Party 

  5 PM 

  Fellowship Hall 

 

Every Monday Night from Now to December 8: 

 High School Bible Study 

  7-8:30 PM 

  Youth Room 

Questions? Ask Mrs. Skee: 

(610) 399-4334 

 

trish@jurkowski.org 


